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5 * we go to press the news from the disputed States is still pacitie, 
yi hough in all of them the condition of affairs is anxious. In 


+ 
t 


Florida, the new canvass of the State under the orders of the Su- | of the bel or of the N yw : ( 
U preme Court was not satisfactory to the judges, as the canvassers | was co iderine the propriety « 
had in some respeets disobeyed directions which they pretended to | the eany ers to recou the vi \ 
. follow, and a third canvass has aecordingly been ordered and made, | ejation ef the court. th rit Vs: | 
. with what result still remains to be seen. In South Carolina, Wade | is the woebegone, appealing fuee of the N 
4 *  Tlampton has called upon the State for a tax of ten per cent. of the | gh, dows of the tre ( 
tax of last vear to provide for the immediate necessities of the rovern- | corners of the streets. the n 
4 ment ; and as this assessment was legalized by the Hampton Legisla- | Inhisviewallislost. . . . He 
ture it will undoubtedly be paid, so that one side will have money j villany ld def 
\inst the other’s troops. Chamberlain has kept very quiet recently, | hand is free edu \ 
) though he is no doubt doing a great deal of thinking. He has cowe | South © loiterin low 
0 out very strongly on one point, on which he has displayed an amount | fess that th re 
0 of indignation hardly warranted by the facts of his “ record.” | Weare not prised 
4 Certain persons, it seems, have been circulating stories of an in- | yjllany ” defeated t ( Party: \\ 
“ trigue of his for the Senatorship, and these he denounces as lies but when **] ‘ 
declaring that he means never to desert the post of duty. We ean- | he moans in despair.” we 
hot see anything in his career, however, that would make us | darkness and give up‘) ri? | 
" ereatly shocked or surprised at his going to Washington. We are | neigh se] \ 
0) inclined to think that he would make a very fine Senator, deliver | eontiding. but 1 
3 speeches much above the average order, and keep a sharp look-out | [fe js liable to 1] 
too on the “bad men” who are always trying to get hold of the | true. ‘ut <0 \\ 
0 ollices. In Louisiana, the assembling of the Legislature is the be- ( ) - 
ginning of a sharp contest for the control of the State, Kellogg hav- | United States. WI 
" ing nine points in his favor at the outset, just as Chamberlain Lad | condition is wh i 
. in the possession of the State-House. The Democratic claimants | brought about. \ ding to ‘ 
. have demanded admission, and, on being refused, have set up an mm during t past ¢ t vea : 
opposition House of Representatives. The State-Ilouse is strong) Dawes hb l ! r lies ¢ 
" barricaded and guarded by militia and policemen. The Republican | his throat will be eut b morning, r to ¢ ie 
’ Legislature has passed a resolution calling for troops. publiean stories the whit i 
10 i ata ais al ; \W) : 
The Congressional Sub-Committee composed of Messrs. Sayler, 11 1) ed 
0 Abbott, and Lawrence, who have been looking into the South ; r 
0 Carolina clection, have reported that Hampton was elected by abou . "4 
. 1,100 majority, while the Hayes cleetors had a majority of Go9. . 
; Asa majority of this sub-committee is Democratie, we can oni 
characterize their report as an act of the grossest perfidy, which 
places them side by side on the roll of traitors with Judas Iseaviot Governor Tilden has |} ed G It mi, yy 
and Benedict Arnold, and shows them to possess some of thi for all that, the Times declare 
0 baser qualities of Pontius Pilate and Barabbas the Robber. | seen in the new governor’s message: the nal affairs 
In fact, we have no hesitation in pronouncing th aet the | has 1 adopted by Mr. Robinson, bu repared by hi 
“monumental crime of the century.” It is true, no doubt, | However true this may be, it is natu < to this part ef th 
that originally a Congressional ecmmittee was intended to gt message for a hi stot r. Tild ould | 
at the truth and report it faithfully without regard to its | see employed by his partisans in C ess. Ont ipposition 
effect on party politics; but whatever the original theory of | what he most dreads is an att pt on the part of the Presiden 
its duty may have been, the well-settled usage of the last forty | of the Senate “to usurp the power of determining what vot 
” years has made it incumbent on each member of such committee to | shall be counted and t shall not be counted, and to exe 
report in such fashion as to help the political organization to whieh | cise that p r in dist 1 of the orders of the two H 
yy he belongs, and to this usage we owe that long series of *majo- | What he d : wat Congress shall, in cordane ith 
0 rity and minority reports” on the same evidence which form sueh | its) invariable ym ice, cert its ‘“‘exelusive jut ) 


a valuable contribution to the literature of American politieal eco rt late and n the whol transaction 1 tempor 
0 nomy and jurisprudence, and retlect so much credit on the fidelity oneurrent orders. adopted fer the oceasion, | ; ” 
of our public men. Mr. Milton Sayler and his Democratic ass rules, and by the enactment of laws.” The weak | tin tl 


l - ules, j © ( i i ¢ ( 
w ‘iate. by breakine ir nthian To ee eee — or e ¢} : ! mstt tat : . on : +} « } 
5 ciate, by breaking in on this usage and surrenc y South Ca cose of val lidate is of course Louisiana, th hh 
» } , ° . rer ” , a) . , * ’ , ri 

j to Hayes, have earned a shameful notoriety. They will probab! Carolina and Florida are not overlooked. The argument is peeutiat 
) try to shield themselves by prating about their ** consciences”! If | Mr. Robi: 1 reviews the history of the pre ‘ t 

their ‘“‘ consciences ” are so tender they ought, when thev saw the ' establishcd in virtue ef Judge Durel midnight ord Hl 
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( ( (| ‘ | peutiVve hal or be 
7 ( che » was a led; t 
4; ( ‘ el eed on its part to | in 
( of of [s-42 hat understanding 
‘ »>(Clover ( t new ait treaty 
that Brent has actually been surrendered, and that 
dl ( e now uited” by the British authorities 
( ( ! ln ‘ ( temporal tt] ent of the 
| bet of of deration 
of both Governme \s ail 
to bey | that our Govern t | 
prone ti Ma spl ratuer ob can- 
Ih ( » thin that we are bound 
Ol tive tie t bor in ice, ft [ 
a! 1. ought not to be eh a 
( purpe of curing his trial fora widel 
( roeceedings of t] nd are open to much the 
( ( ae ! il wa rt beeau thev are 
| t ) that unless a country h 
» | { that f tis surrendered shall only be 
‘ i hich tie ( \ l up, Cin ] rht oO} 
) ol ¢ 1} ‘ ! 1 Ame un Cl is, lor ne 
| " | l * Wil France ) \ hi 1 the \ lo-Sa on 
colorless O1 n meritorious ; that these princi- 
t unanimor reco ed by the leadi: 
) had anything to sav about it at all, as well as by 
bye i ¢ { that Seetion 5,275 of the Revised Statutes 
|’ lent vill protect a person exti dited to 
ntl mal conclusion of his trial for th 
{ cified int of extradition that fou! 
lt Cw . this country and Ita sau 
r, N rua, and Belgium) the principle is expressly in- 
) l; that Mr. Fish bin f, between 1871 and 1873, agreed 
min a new treaty with England. Indeed we have no 
ll be inserted in any new treaty that is made, and 
t] nlv qu m will be whether the enforcement of it is 
courts or to the political department of the Govern- 
| le now to call attention to the faet that a 
1of the correspondence fails to reveal the exer- 


ni 1 the negotiations by Mr. Pierrepont in Lon- 

Krom. ti to last Mi. Fish has directed every movement 

er bv « e or Jetter, and Mr. Pierrepont’s only duty has been 
exccute ol , Which he has no doubt done intelligent!y, but 
1 might have been done just as well by an ordinary attaché 


osition of Minister at London, as this and other things prove, 


s evidently become an ornamental one, the duties of whieb can, 
r weather, be performed by almost anybody, and, in fact, 
directed from Washington or performed by a real ambas- 
extraordinary sent out for the purpose. Permanent foreign 
become a solecism in our system, and are in faet a 

arehy.” whose survival and persistence in 
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t H { (il s by sea and Jand have eceurrea a r 
week, but none approaehing in horrer that on the Lake 
| M4 
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snore Eine at Ashtabula, Obie, Fhe iron bridge which crosses the 
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\shtabula Creek at that point gave way, under the weight of an 
express train, precipitating eleven cars, eight of them filled with 
mssengers, and one locomotive, into the frozen river seventy-five 
feet below. The cars immediately caught fire, so that while the 
reater number of the passengers must have been killed outright, some 
died slowly in horrible agony, and of the survivors many were so 


“das to make their safety almost worse than death could have 


been. The cause of this disaster is as vet wholly unexplained: that 
something s wrong is evident, for otherwise the aecident could 
not have « rred: doubtless it will be earefully investigated by 
omnetent men. thoueh the completeness of the wreck mav have d 

competent men, though the completeness or the wreek may nave ac- 
troved all marks from which its origin might otherwise have been 
traved. It is common to aseribe such oecurrences ty general pecli- 


»and indifference to publie safety on the part of railroad offi- 





cers, but in this case any such charge would be shamefully unjust. 
For many years the bridges and track of the Lake Shore Road have 
e charge of gentlemen of high character and intelligence 
vho have taken no small pride in the perfection of their work; the 
beautifully-tended track, the substantial road-bed, and the magnifi- 
eent masonry have been justly admired by all persons competent. to 


idee, and they are ample proof that whatever defects may have 


existed were due to some error of judgment and not to any careless 
or parsimonious policy. The road has few bridges of either wood or 
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iron, nearly every stream being crossed by stone arebes of the most 


expensive and substantial character. 


Phe disa ivanece of Mr. Otis D. Swan has created a feeling 
amounting almost to consternation among quiet-going people, 
owing partly to his previous high character and position, but prin- 
cipally, we imagine, to the accumulation of such cases in the last 


few vears. How many eases of the kind would be required to 
modify seriously the popular acceptation of the meaning of the word 
‘trusted ” is of course difficult to say, but it is obvious that there is 
a point at which the reputation of being concersed in the manage- 
ment of trusts would of itself tend to east a cloud over a man’s cha- 
racter, and to raise a presumption that any habitual trustee was 
eradually making away with somebody’s vroperty. Without at all 
attempting to prejudice Mr. Swan’s ease, we may say that the ver- 
ion of it generally believed is that he is practieally an embezzler. 
There is, however, no remedy against an embezzling trustee except 


a civil one, which is usually ef little or no value, inasmuch as the 
very cause of the embezzlement is in nine cases out ef ten that the 


trustee is himself in pecuniary straits; if he gets out ef these no one 


hears of the embezzlement, the property is by-and-by restored, every- 
thing goes right again, and there is no question of a remedy. Hf, 
on the other hand, as most often happens, he gets into deeper and 


deeper water, there is apt to be no property left when he finally 


disappears, and an action against him is futile. It is clear that 
something more than a civil remedy is needed, and this can only be 
furnished by the criminal law. The deterrent effect upon hesitat- 
ing trustees of seeing a fellow-trustee locked up for the remainder 
of his life in the penitentiary would be enormous. A statute making 
the use by a trustee of specific trust funds a criminal offence is what 
is most needed now, andits suecess in England amounts to a de- 
monstration that its passage here would not be a failure. 


The New York banks for the first time in many years have tully 
as much gold coin in their possession as they have U. 8. legal-tender 
notes. ‘The statement rendered by the Clearing-house on Saturday 
shows that the average holding of legal-tender notes for the five days 


| of the business week closing Dee. 30 was $34,975,100; and, as the 
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it n do little od, it ean do little harm.” Jn 
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| from the pa ns, is entirely hostile to any settlement 
eof a comp lise, Or to any admission that Hayes’s 
duty on his followers in the mat- 


the Democrats or making his aceession to the 


11 tthe 1 their man, it is true to pis 
, cf i) i | l chall red, they think the 
h those who chalienge him, and not with him or his 
! ¢, they say, the ] on their side, and they are 
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revolutionary if they have any, the publie foree of the 
| nN ted 


chemes, 


public mind with the 


States, which is associated in the 


iaintenance of order and the execution of the inw, and enjoys a pre- 
Wy iaivor of ol it Lio i He a Clie 
nst the Demme ts in other ways. If Chandler \ to 

»KR can meetings all over the country urging the Senat 
t Haves in, and promising to inaugurate him cost what it 
much as people might condemn it it would not excite a 


of the general alarm that would be excited by Democratic 


wetings urging the House to assert its rights, and promisins to 
ave enough rifle-clubs in Washington on Inauguration Day to sce 
that the man it elected was put in possession ; and yet one is about 
as proper from a Constitutional point of view as the other. In fact, 
at this moment the stricter Republican organs denounce all Demo- 
cratic meetings, or speeches urging opposition to the Chandler pro- 
cramme, as seditious and tending to some form of rebellion. Lastly, 
it must be borne in mind that a large portion of Tilden’s supporters 
either have been in rebellion or have been in some manner asso- 
ciated in the public mind with an attempt to overthrow the Govern- 
and are, therefore, in troublous times, not unnaturally an 
The Democrats are evidently aware of all this, 
and to it we doubtless owe much of their moderation as well as most 


ment, 


object of suspicion. 


of their disposition to compromise. 

Now, in this state of things any addresses of business men to 
Congress which are to produce any fruit, or prove more than barren 
exhortations to the practice of virtue, ought to take notice of the 








' is therefore their solemn | faet that the possession by the Republicans of the machinery of the 
eman whom they think fairly elected gets the | Government—or, in other words, of the power—should make them 
horoughgoing Ha paper, Or | more conciliatory, and more disposed to make concessions, than the 
H orator, the slightest admission that they owe | Pemoerats, because if there has been any usurpation, it is they who 
o doubt hislegitimaey, In taet, they are keep- | haye been guilty of it, and because they have in their manner of 
; ' avEws e party organization to the | conducting the elections at the South been guilty of violating the 
ds I MeClosk ind tell him you | fundamental rule of morals and law, “that no man should be judge 
¢ Pope \ —_ wi r of St. Peter and the | jn his own cause.” It is they who are responsible for the great 
unl ould er enter into his head that this | seandal of having the Returning Board in Louisiana, and nearly 
e him or the Pope. He would advise you to get over | all the elective officers through the State, composed of members of 
quickly, If you did not wish to be weil damned; | the same party, and in part even of Republican candidates for 
Ir Z ‘ dier’s attitude towards the | office. Granting that the party leaders were not instrumental in 
: ih US bringing this about, they are morally accountable for it, and 
“ 1 more disposed to treat, or agree on | owe the country at large, as well as the Democrats, all the amends 
course, or make concessions, net because they have | jn their power; and-the least amends they ean make is to take 
they a disadvantage and know it. | pains in language and aet to satisfy everybody of the fairness of 
ponents, In the first place, are in possession, whieh is nine | their intentions and of their desire to avoid suspicion. If, owing to 
owe aa istrative machinery and the | no fault of yours, your own father and brother had acted as arbi 
ein] is, and are therefore able to do with impunity | trators in a controversy to which you were a party, and had 
. the other side would ruin it. All | awarded you, even honestly, a large sum of money, decency would 
L Ae ing Boards in the disputed States are | forbid your standing in an arrogant and overbearing manner on the 
d thus have been able to give the party cause a color | Jegal fact of the award, and threatening everybody who doubted its 
Which the Democrats ean in ho way secure, and whieh | fairness, and erying out that you did not care whether the other 
roceedings to whieh they resort in the way of resist- | litigant was satisfied or not. “ The great party ? must not behave 
nt ef rebellion. In illustration of what we mean, let us | like a pot-house bully. It must defer to the moral sense of man- 
y speal thi re of the South Carolina State | kind and the legal traditions of the Anglo-Saxon race. 
© troop nd the exclusion from the Legislative And this furnishes also an answer to the question which a great 
or py ns claiming seats, was a revolutionary act. ; many Mexieans and Costa Ricans have put to us—whether, even if 
* same level before the law as the seizure of the Returning Boards have cheated, the “ intimidation ” practised 
en hired by Wade Hampton would have | by the Democrats does not put Hayes and Tilden on an equality in 
( t appeared to the country, , the matter of unfairness, and therefore relieve the Republican party 
hed 1 Which throws a presump- | from any special burden of responsibility. There are, we hope, 
of the Government, and makes them | few Americans who do not see the distinction between judicial 
» the public security even when com- | fraud and open violence. In South American political conflicts, we 
‘n Chandler and “ Bob” | are aware, itis lost sight of. If one side gets hold of a judge and pays 
do, U as been elected, and that | him for a good rattling decision, and the other secures the services of 
. forcibly if need be, their talk is just | a band of robbers, they think they stand morally on equal terms ; 
( L eri las Hewitt’s would be if he said that | but we know better. In the present case, however, not only is in- 
!at Washington to clear the por- | timidation not opposable to fraud, but the intimidation is only 
:' and take possession of | legally known to usthrough tainted and partisan tribunals. What 
- Phe reason why the Chandler , we know of it in Louisiana, for instance, except through the Return- 
es li impression on the pub- | ing Board, is mere report, spread by interested or irresponsible 
| ould 7 Will 1 for execution of their ' persons. If there is anything which needs to be proved before an 
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impartial court, however, before acting 
Anv one ean tell 
Board cheats by adding up the figures ; 


need man, commanding general contiden 


sons we cave hist week, 


discreet, experi 





undertakes to sav how mueh * intimidation ” influenced ani ¢ lection, 
and where the line on any particular occasion lay between sham and 


honest terror. Ii 
judges to pass on it it 


it 


tt 1% i ’ Tove 
ever there was a matter which needed upright 


is this, and yet there are large bodies of 

persons among us who think Tilden’s election ought to be invali- 

dated because stories of intimidation have appeared in the Times, 
a 


or beeause a colored woman swore before a Republican * worker 


that she was badly beaten before election-time, or because a “* well- 
number of told him 
ain Demce 


t 
Le 

1,3 
hil 


known correspondent” saw a negroes who 
secretly that they were terribly outraged by ce! 


politicians. This may all be true; but it is not in t 


ratie 
s way that the 
is ascertained by the 


tions 


truth which settles great political ques 
Smiths and Joneses, though it may seem all-sufficient to Lillibui- 


leros and Desdichades. 


THE TURCO-RUSSIAN OMPLICATION. 

a. aceession of Midhat Pasha, wao represents what may be 
called the Tory element in the Ottoman population, to the Vizier- 

sign that the Turks had 


come to a decision as to where they would make a stand against the 


ate, some weeks ago, was a sufficient 


exactions of the Western Powers. ‘The news on Monday that the 
Conterenee had virtually closed its labors, and presented its pro- 
posals to the Porte, and that the Perte had rejected them as they stood, 
could hardly be called unexpected. Lord Salisbury then promptls 
ordered the British fleet out of the Turkish waters, so as to pre- 
vent any continuance of the supposition that its presence meant 
either a menace to Russia or a promise of support to the Porte, 
The situation as it stands is, therefore, briefly this: The Confer- 
ence has sat, in reality, as a mediator between Turkey and Russia, 
and has drawn up certain proposals which it thinks not unreason- 
able for the Signatory Powers (of 1256) to make and for Turkey to 
accept, and the penalty of her refusal is that the guarantee given 
her by the Treaty of Paris that there should be no meddling in her 
affairs will be withdrawn, and she will be left to resist meddling 
the meddler in this case being Russia. 

With the reforms proposed by the Conference we believe 
the Porte fault to find; what 
is the guarantee of their execution which is 
shape of foreign police and supervision, and the disarmament of the 
Mussulman population. Probably nothing in the whole scheme is 
less palatable than this, as it would bring home to the ruling caste 
the humiliation of their Government r 
could. To ask a Turk to surrender his piste] and yataghan, which 
he wears as part of his clothing in his belt, and which are the clear- 
est sign of his political and social supremacy, is something which no 
Mussulman government would undertake. 
would have to be done by a foreign force, and would rouse the 


best she can 
has no dictates its resistance 


asked for 


in a wavy that 


Tl, iol if glen ot 9} 
Phe job, if done at all, 


fiercest resentment, and yet it is absolutely necessary to the estab- 
lishment of any approach to equality between the members of the 
two creeds. 

Russia tannot now possibly accept Turkish pledges as security 
for the execution of any of the proposed reforms. She will have to 
insist either on intervention from abroad by instruments prescribed 
by the Powers, or on the oceupation of Bulgaria by her own trooy 


In other words, war may be considered reasonably certain, but no 
serious hostilities will be undertaken before spring. In 1827 wat 
was declared in the fall, but hostilities were net begun until tl 
following April. In 1853 war was dec } Octobe ) { 
were ho active operations until May, 1854, the tights of Olter 


and Csitate during the winter having been. properly speak 
affairs of outposts. The movement of troops in winter in eh 


' 
i 
practically impossible; and even if it Were pos- 


countries is 


sible, Russia is by no means ready to take the 


is now mobilizing what is to all intents and purpese r new 


,ation. 
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emann’s report to the Times give 
Gate of Lions, the threshold of wl 
le thinks that the heads of the two 1 | animals were { 
ff (as is usually believed), but that they were *‘ most probably of 
l gilded “ and fastened on by bolts. Moreover, he does not think 
reatures were lions at all (although Pausanias calls them so), but 
tical animals with horns.” Those who visited Mycene twenty 
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THE NON-ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT. 
! : ‘| NATION : 
Th ‘ \ | result oft e] H must be ce ea, 2 ] if 
" hat pul opi n should recogni the facts which a1 
1d the quest ther the people hay 
nt. tmitted that 184 es have been given for M 
{| f ther certificates from South Carolina, Louisiana 











l, 184 vot have also been given for Mr. Haves. To whom has the 
l¢ t 1 Oregon been n? Not to Mr. Tilden, for 
( ( elving certificate to a candidate of the 
been demonstrated to be contrary to the whole weigh f 
on the tto Mr. May r the action of the two Re- 
vacanev is « trary to the statute f the 
1 e def lar pre what events create a vacancy 
the f the ne 1 chosen is not one of t i 
of a com} ent tribunal ce ring \ ick | clecti ol })- 
XN Ol of them bu I ich l el has be 1 Wen a Cc 
tor f Oregon, nor is there such a vacancy as can be filled 
f that Stat ‘he third vote from Oregon. then, has not 

. The result is a t nd there is no election by the coll 

sul t t} \ s of tl elec I leclared to } chose by th I 

r Canvassing Boards of South Caroli Louisiana, and Florida 
be counted The right to re t them is denied on t rround that 
ht of Congress to count the votes of the electors does not carry with 
eht to count the votes by which the electors were chosen. On the 
ad, it is maintained that the power to count the votes involves the 


determine fully whether that which is presented as a vote is right- 
vote or not nd that the power to count, thus understood, being 





d by the Constitution on the Government of the United States, 


reculated by law But those who hold the latter opinic n must 


< 


there is no existing law regulating the counting of th 
se, that there is no possibility of passing sch a law this winter, 
t the fune n ofa final court of appeal on a contested election 


| ler State laws is not one for which Congress itse!f is 











: Constitutional right to reject the vote of a Siate, its 

in tl esent ate of the lew would be so objectionable that it 

t l only by the necessity of averting that greatest of political 

eleet the Presidency. No such necessity exists, if the 

! hee tly stated, since it is made apparent, without 

nd 1] 3 of the electoral colleges and the statutes of the 

tt Ss! leetion at all 

this is a great question of public right, and it is of the utmost im- 

e that the decision of it should conform not only to law but to 

Would there be a clear and honest election to the Presidency if 

l f Oregon could be counted for Mr. Hayes, as the people of 

nce it s] id be? Weall know that there would 1 We 

the States of South Carolina, Leuisian nd Florida t vio- 

| ear of violence, the fraud and the suspicion of fraud, have 
{ no man can tell with certainty to what candidate the 4 

States would in a free and { election have | i given. Intimi- 

| { on one side has been met by deception or by the arbi- 

1 partial decis sof Returning Boards on the other ; and thi es 








> | 
difficult to vt them, antl i { viergo the wrene! 


If t} l, the P \ | I 
{ { a | : 
{ | i ma ! i \ or i 
f ( le Mr. H Mr. ‘I ( V 
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will probably not lead to a ivil war, but it will put a strain upon our 


system of government greater perhaps than that « L by the Rebellion, 
A Repupiican Erector. 
DECEMBER 26, 1876 


SUBMISSION TO HAYES'’S INAUGURATION, 


To THE Epvrror or Tur NATION: 


Sire: [have been greatly surprised at the position taken by vou in the 


article on “ The Political Situation” in your late issue, which I received 
vesterday. You sav “there is onlv one course open to us in this matter 
and that is to let the States manage their own elect 





So far I agree with you cordial 





mocrat, as a supporter of State rights, and asa War 


do otherwise. But I desire to ask if you really believe that this course has 


been adopted in the present year in any of the States of Florida, Louisiana, 


or South Carolina ? Of course I know what your answer must be. It is 


q 


notorious that the votes of every one of these States have been largely influ- 


enced by Federal interference, and that this interferenee has involved the 
} -_ 


use of military power under circumstances not warranted by law 


In what follows I confine myself to Louisiana in order to narrow the 


field of discussion. Iam quite aware that there are those who believe tha 


ha 


military intervention in Louisiana was necessary to prevent intimidation 
and violence on the election day es well as during the canvass. I have my 
1 on that head. 1 believe that the presence of the military 
forces of the United States in Louisiana in 1872, in 1874, and in 1876 has 


done far more harm than good ; that there has been far more intimi 











and violence practised there in the interests of the Republicans than of t 


Democrats ; and that the only way of curing the evils of mi 





there is to remit the State to the exercise and the responsibi 


autonomy. But ad/ this is beside the question. What I say is that it is a 


mockery to talk about the proper course being to let the States mana 





their own affairs and for the 
action, when the matter of fact is that a wholly illegal and usurping Board 
and Governor (denounced as such by Republicans themselves in 1875, and 
} 
I 


continued in the offices they had usurped through Federal aid by a 


wretched Congressional compromise as unprincipled as the original usurpa- 


tion) have audaciously, and with every circumstance of aggravation wl 


ean add indecency to outrace, reversed and falsified the result of the late 


popular election in Louisiana. It is no answer to say that these criminals 


are State officials after all, and the wrong I condemn is the result of Stat 


+ 


action. It would be quite as just to say that a satrap sent down from ( 





stantinople to dragoon and plunder a province was a provincial offi 


] 


The criminals I denounce were clothed in the first instance with the insignia 


ae 


f } ‘ 


of power through Federal interference, and were retained in their place 


and privileged mischief by a continued exercise of that interference. 


These things are too recent and too deeply burnt into our memories t 


be forgotten. It follows that to permit these agents to reverse the decisi 


of the people of Louisiana at the polls, and te substitute for it the awar 

of the Returning Board, is not to leave the detern ition of tl 

State to fhe government of that State, but to subvert if by an palling 
: I 


Viclation of Constitutional duty by the Federal Ex \ 
T ] r 


if it be asked if Iam contending for the license ntimidation 





violence on the part of ex-rebels to influence the vot f any Sta 
answer is (waiving a valid objection to form of a qu W < 
suines as existing what has a place only in the reckless and, I think, eon- 
sciously dishonest assertions of certain politicians) that I contend 

such thing, and consider no vote, influenced by such 1 ns, of any 
validity. So far as intimidation and violence determine what is called 


election, they render it a nullity. There can be 1 unless 





fraedom to choose, this freedom is 1 ly 
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! of t Louisiana Returning Board, it is the same 
\ rlutive or party majority filis the executive offices with Its 

t t nel ! il | t l ike LiiW 
pr { or 1 eX tion im tie manner winch S 

! ( to its Cc mittees or x 
e, not « 1 spirit but in det a struggle | 

parties, In wl h all expedients are admissible, thus creat rh 
nization” which you so forcibly describe. It is impossible 

| power can exercise any permanent restraint on such a pro 
a That power can do nothing unless backed by the executive, and if 


latter falls under party control the courts will soon become impotent if 

not corrupt 
As to the “subjective ” element, the corruption of veters, I believe the 
coniplaints in England are quite as well grounded as here, and it is to be 
noted that the ballot has been resorted to in the hope of curing these ve ry 
evils in open voting, but there is not, so far as my experience goes, the 
irhtest Giffic ilty in the cbjective portion. And the reason is that the 
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rain } nery ¢ f el tions j conduc ted by a public ly rt sponsible exec utive 
power. The admission of Cabinet officers to Congress is not a ** pil 








an certhquake.” but a first step towards the independence and resp 


, 


bility of the executive, which will be bitterly opposed by legislative and 


party interests, but which if it is ever carried will furnish an example fer 
the Stat nd cities, which it is to be hoped will not be altogether unfruit- 
ful. G. B. 


HURON AND PEMBINA. 
To Tne Epiror oF THe Nation: 


There is not very much to be said inst the name “Turon ” for 





a new Territory, though its selection is but a questionable ** tribute to the 
aborigines ” ; Lut I trust that the derivation of Pembina from pain léni 
will not make its way, by the help of the Nation, from the Senate Chamber 
to schoo!-books and gazetieers. The name is perfectly harmless, without 
the slightest taint of ‘* Popish significance.” It comes from the Chippe- 
d Cree name for the high-bush cranberry, aipimind (and nelem- 
i), literally, * water-berries.” The French of Canada corrupted this to 
Pe miné, and the voyageurs and trappers made it Pembina, and gave it to 
two or three streams and lakes where they found the berries plentiful. 
A good deal of ingenuity has been wasted in inventing French etymolo- 
ties for Indian names. The northern Indians use the dried leaves of the 
Lear-berry, which the Chippeways call segacemin—i.c., *‘ ground berry "—to 
mix with their tobacco for smoking, Sir John Richardson was made to be- 
lieve that, ‘ton account of the Hudsen’s Bay effcers carrying it in lags for 
a like use, the voyageurs gave it the appellation of sc-a-commis.” A 
curious etymology of this sort is one which has been found for the river 
Quinchion, a point at which it joins Ottawa River, near the Long Saut. 
The name is Algonkin, and properly belongs to the ‘*long rapids "— 
duincchovan, Champlain wrote it ; but the Abbé Ferland informs us that 
it is said to have been given in memory of the first company of settlers at 
this point, fifteen Frenchmen, who, because they were always quarrelling, 
were called by their countrymen and neighbors ‘les quinze chiens.” 
The French have, on the whole, dealt more mercifully than the English 
h Indian names. They have mutilated, but without mangling. A 
Frenchman would not have resolved Cuppang—which means ‘a harbor’ 
—into ** Cape Poge,” or Potopeco into ** Port Tobacco.” “A tale cf love 
in Acadie, home of the happy,” flows more smoothly than would be pos- 


sible for any tale of love in Quodcy. The French softened one name and 


the English roughened the other, cut of the same two syllables of the Ab- 


As for Huron, there is no evidence that the name is Indian, even by 
derivation. Father Lalemant, in the Relation for 1639, and Charlevoix 
essure us that it is French. The Ouendate, as the Hurons called them- 

ves—the name is now written Wyandot—had strange fashions of wear- 
ing their hair ; some cut it-short on one side and let it hang in leng locks 


on the other, ethers trimmed it to a bristling crest, from forehead to crown. 


When the French saw them for the first time, some soldier or sailor, as the 
storv goes, cried out, ** Gales Lures /”-—* what beastlv heads !”—and the 


on got the nickname of JZvrons. lam not aware that the truth 


of this story has been questioned, but I confess that I do not believe a word 





of it. It is too much iike the quinze chiens and pain béni, Ron or ronen, 


as a termination, means ° 


people’ or ‘nation’; and J/ou-ren or Ilou- 


roven may be only another form of Ovendat or (2s Sagard gives it) li - 
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aside ie & CO. have in press a new novel by Mrs, Alexander, | .. rp ‘ one thot tha 4 


ealled * The Heritage of Langdale. ‘| hey ul t Vili — ti \ | 
! print Mr 8) Ma kenzie Wallace’s bo k ou Russia, concerning Which we | miserable Tox d nel { \ 
- >. 9 sicrh Nraice mM adva t ‘ af aara? ae Ti . 
lately quoted Mr. Ralston’s high praise in advance of its appeara i | must give up its use ina particular sense 1 
England. The latest issue of the American Library dow isa double | gone so. He savs furtl 


number (Nos. 2 and 3), bearing date November 30. It contains a full re 


rt of the papers read at the October Conference in Philadelphia, and of 





the disenssions. —While our notice (Nation, Dec. 21, 1876) of Mr. F.B. | parterre, L believe, nev ded the \ 
Meek’s great work on paleontology was in press the author died at Wash- pied by the paul 8 enestre N 

ington, D. C., Dec. 20, of disease of the lungs, against which he had strag- | #8 the space bane’ vheses a Par 

cled for several years. His funeral was held at ution ss rly “i not « e svnony s Ont | 
and was attended by most of the scientists of the ci f. ke read ~ , . ; 4 

a brie f address, reviewing the character and the ofa Spt { iiss oe 








who ean searcely be said to have been personally known beyond a very ee , whil ae 
small circle, though his name has weight in every scientific centre of the | , + . ne 
world . 
1 s ry 
—The Castellani collection is being arranged for exhibition in the Me- | Gyairs”). and bevond » deat * \ 
tropolitan Museum in this city, 1a determined effort will be made to | | act That Mr. White can 1 
purchase af least the majoliche. This collection is not held by its owner as | yc, Hite: & n 


0 absolutely homogeneous as was apprehended ; it has always consisted of | oyoueh. and has. : ” to | 


the two cabinets, antique and renaissance. It will be an enormous gain to As a further opportunity £ 


our Museum to possess the ceramic part, though the ancient gems, as con- e must feel called upon in the inter f 4 
nected with the newly-bought Cesnola jewelry, would seem a vast acquisi is f s possil we may 
tion, and the beautiful marbles, and, indeed, every division of the trea- | number « ( 
; ] | . ) 
’ i} may j 





ure. would be most desirable. An exhibition of the whole collecti 
be arranged, and the proceeds divided into two equal shares : that part | n 
retained by the Museum will be applied to the purchase, after deducting A reasonal 
expenses ; while the exhibitor’s share will be dedicated, with singular libe- | of J a pee 1 
] 
! 


rality, to the same object by Signor Castellani himself, who claims the honor 





of setting down his name as first contributor. This generous action, | , ni yp v Me B a 

amounting to a handsome discount on the original demand, reduces still | ] it eal _ oe , ‘ ' 
further a price which was never dear, and lays America under the obliga- | , adi in the text, as if the pictures prod 

tion of a concession such as was offered to no other nation when the objects | the pictures 1 ee ee ee ; i , 
were previously tendered for purchase. The unpacking was begun en ve ; . ee me — 

Monday, and will oecupy about three weeks ; the exhibition will be held in t te she es wus X 


the room just vacated by Mr. Taylor Johnston's paintings, the former 


} this w ( ) ‘ t S 8 
servatory of the building. We hope it will stimulate the liberality of those | , we a} ‘ ! 
: : ‘ ' ‘ aa mt i ~ i 


ble to be contributors. Let us note that the action of the Philadelphia . ie. ay ‘ye ee for t] 
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Academy, in letting this unparalleled collection slip past it, while paving 
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an enormous sum for Makart’s ‘*Catherine Cornaro,” excites the com- | oa es es so 9 ail | 
ments of the judicious. Harkor’s twelft! f S 4 
—The American Naturalist begins its eleventh | I : regret that i { S | 
first want, up to a year ago, was that of a publisher, and I. O. | thy’ tells a trifling love-story, °* Nature A \ 
Iloughton & Co, have supplied with such good resul thi iw is fe ; strokes \ ( 
of this useful magazine seems to be assured. It ought to live and prosper.. | Decidedly the best paper is ‘* Edw Q ' 
if this January number is a fair sample, for the articles are both good ssors.” 1 ly a 1 s ' i 
and readable. But why should seven pages of valuable space be given to | and phot sranha. Dr. Schliemann’s ( 
a report of the proceedings of scientifie societies, diluted with verbiag: some . S.*s re} ulizat : s to \ { ( k DF 
and insignificant matters, when all that is important might be con- | art and what thev left s ( | g ne 
densed into a single page ? The publishers announce a new crayon | * ox eved”) Jur or loubt on a se { : ‘** When an Assyrian 
portrait of Agassiz, to be specially furnished to the Vaéwredist’s sub- | cod ont he represented as fish w ‘ 1 | s an Assvrian artist 
scribers. . Was on hand ol ; ntlv t , - ( k mvthologv vielded plenty 
—The Galary for January contains an article on reading Shal s t! G t neve! peared 
Mr. Richard Grant White, in which, in the course of some ren n 
that obsolete or obsolescent part of the theatre known as the pit, he says oy a ie aceite cae : ( ’ \ , 
(the italics are our own) : sa e ee in 4 i 


j ‘The pit was then a real pit, and its floor was then the bare eart] al a cood dk f information, biographical and statist But. 
There were no benches. It was so in the French theatre until a much | 
period. Hence the French name parterre for th . it pet A : 
ground. The name parqguct which is given to that part of a theatre in | Writerd oth pe SA 2 remarks like these : ** While its sti 
America is not French, and is no word } 


: ity of sound. - ; 4 a And « staat Nf, | 


pit—per ter 


M bh +n } tard roint } { 1 +) ty] , te vot it } 
at all, but a mis rf? l much t ! ted 1 if] sin uted Ln f t} en it 


A correspondent writes to us to request Mr. White to “look in * Worcester’s | giv express their conceptions.” As to the sitting 4 


. Dictionary,’ ” where may be found the following : ** Pargurr. An enclosu ture, about h tine been so much adverse cnticism, a great ce 


in a theatre between the orchestra and the pit : a name now commonly ap- | may be said on beth sides without exhausting t thject.” * Whether 
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tschen Gesehichte,” that Clement’s interest was chiefly engaged in the 
project of a Crusade, and for this reason he maintains that tl Pope 
favored the candidacy of Charles of Valois, brother of Philip IV. of Ff: 7 
ho also put forward a claim to the Byzantine throne. homes main- 


the other hand—agreeing in this with earlier investi 


Clement was lukewarm towards the French project 
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ince materially his scheme of a Crusade ; an 
earnest and chivalrous Henry of Luxemburg was more likely to 


pl However this may have been, it is certain that the Pope 
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new contribution to the discussion of evolution and its cons 
though he has succeeded in marshalling together, in a goodly phalanx. 
various doubts, objections, and misconceptions with which the questioi 
disturbed the peace of his mind. The bock is so polemic as quite to 1 
its placid and decorous title. The ‘Lessons from Nature’ turn out t 
series of eager assaults upon ** Darwinians” and ** A stles, mung 
jeremiads over the tendency of the times when such perverted thinkers 


* ‘Lessons from Nature, as 
Mivart.’ New York: D. Appl 
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Ar tot f real poetic sentiment, shows no symptom of relaxing that ivul- 
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‘ | ! | i P’ (duit Olt) inn 

n f —in 1@ pas : Corn,” for instance—and 
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t t} entire absence of simplicity spoils everything ; and the worst of it is 
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> ! comparative ni tof) manin London so out-at-elbows but he had some subordinate Irishman to 
\ f if por ged il i ttend upon him, so the more izerre a poet is, the more sure he is of an 

| { int for the greatness of the men imitator. In this case Mr. V. Voldo is the henchman in question. One 

! | ! sted with the smallness of | would almost take oath that the following lines are from some ode of Mr. 

Lanier’s ; 
; : see w that Triumph must be 
| I iate this point, long since sug- I: N olay =; ony salmaaa IC, 
\\ be wondered at, since |] reiluces With all Columbia his 
. . ; : Wrested from the torment of the sea 
i hh a \ bri Tt agall e Dat And the pri iri scry, It was ow PPapHee’y ! 
° . ha lal , - , 
tes. But, in spite hostility to Mr. Darwin and his theo 
fan evolutionist—within sueh limits | Yet they are from the fourth eanto of Mr. Voldo’s ‘Song of America’ 
i } a. t. Lhomas Aquinas may ce ermine, New York ; Ilanscom). 
: The early death of an author usually leads his friends to an affectionate 
. exaggeration of his powers, and this is apt to create a reaction in the 
hi a | mW POETRY nae 44 | 1; : . = —_ o. ©? eo . 

minds of those who did not personally know him. Perhaps this is the rea- 
() 1 1 ¢ nin Li by way of Philadelphia m why the reader will be apt to find little more than a ready imitativeness 
' hare like many of the | jn Mr. Weeks’s ‘Twenty Poems’ (New York : Henry Holt & Co.) The 
| » Showy, and without fave best page in the book, perhaps, is that which yiclds us these two delicate 


) gives a port of the auth M 
1) Muse with easy fam like 
Muse grants her no such occasional favors 
1 { f melody, no pulsations of real ardor, such as 
< tl } ny of hi lipshod verse, She has, howe er, a 
{ ‘ i two hundred pages of imperfectly- 
i rething to say, though she says it 


1 homely honesty implied in th 


1 dar i :tog poem aname so cumbrous as ** David and 
tson’’ 3 and ity I uid that, given the title, the work is very 

! i t | s nia sud of the anonymou 

| sir R { peaks for itself The California writer wl 
for likely to be more conventional and 
| than the On writer who sings of Puritanism ; 
{ k te justifies this general formula, 

| il Cy \merican trip saved him from many 


i from that of attending the funeral obsequies of his 


(New York rs 


doct uted by Mr Ormsby in his poem of ** Darwin ” 





McB » Ar. Huxle ft us, one day, in apparent health, hi 
' 
The wit t re and sad array, 

rou t lland path we saw him born 

and 1 l,fort canst read, the lay 
tation Thou canst not read, nobody can read, 
Anti-Evolution, though only¥ twenty five pages long. The name 
Darw ull be said, appears in the title only ; it is Huxley 
tlet is t wn down in the author’s preface, which 
puns as inappropriate as ill-timed levity in the judge 

L rr sheep-stealing, 

13 s ” (Petersgn) issues that and other 
that the volume soils instantly, thus 
within. It is certainly a misfortune to a 
r sensational poem so takes the public ear 
and if there then appears some rival 
s mad Ileneeforth his harvest of fame 
for him to make sure that n body 
Gs rvest he usually makes no account. 
) n more ephemeral than that from 
poem in heroic verse, and was 
ipetition for the Vice Chancellor's 
| n volume seems to the unbiassed 
! I f prize poems; but it is 
tt t { in his preface as one ** whom 
persuade to admit that his 





and tk nae r verses 3: 


* Here many atime she must have walked, 
The dull sand brightening ‘neath her feet, 


The co tir quivering as she talked, 
Cr laughed, or warbled sweet. 








ing sand no trace of her, 
} ’ 


sind the w ering winud retaiz 





Even this suggests Landor ; but the poetic use of the changed look of wet 


sand beneath a footstep is new in literature, and the @cueral moderation 


and restraint enhance the pathos of the poem. 
Mrs. Piatt’s volume, ‘That New World’ (Osgood), is illustrated by a 


single woodeut within and by a design stamped upen the cover. Both 


represent the same thing—a sun half above the horizon—but whether the 
scene be sunset or sunrise none ean tell. And thus, in reading her books, 
it is hard to say whether she ts Vi lIding to her despair or rising above it— 
the sun is always half obscured. The dreary sorrow which makes her 
poems so depressing has never made itself more felt than in this volume ; 
and yet there are passages or phrases here and there—as on pages 23 and 
50—which relieve the gloom a very little, and awaken a faint hope of in 
creasing brightness to come. She says of herself (p. 60) : 
* 1] nurse a Sorrow its hands and feet, 
Callit all piteous, precious names, and try, 
Awake at night, to hush its helpless ery.” 








But it has never been apparent until this volume that she made any such 


effort ; nor is there, to tell the truth, much visible striving here. No one 
can Wish to reproach an anguish so poignant and reiterated ; yet it is im- 
possible to forget that women more gifted than Mrs. Piatt, and quite as 
profoundly experienced, have so used their sorrow in verse as to bring 
peace to multitudes of hearts, where she only deepens despair. It is enough 
toname * Hl, H.” and Maria Lowell. It would be unjust, however, not to 
admit that Mrs. Piatt has never appeared to so much advantage, artisti- 
cally, as in this volume, especially in the two poems, ‘* Lady Franklin ” 
p. 22) and ** Folded Hands” (p. 65), 
The career of ‘ Deirdré’ (Roberts Bros.) must be regarded as a books 
ller’s triumph. The ‘*‘No Naine” series was to contain American novels 
published anonymously. ‘ Deirdre’ forms the second volume of this series ; 
yet it is not a novel, but a poem; did not appear anonymously, but after 
if 
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. } 
Cha 


of the author’s name; and is scarcely Ameri- 


announcement | 
T 
i 


n, for the scene is laid in Ireland and the author is Irish, It is as com- 
plete a reversal of the conditions as was Cuvier’s celebrated criticism of that 
definition whereby his student asserted a crab to be a small red fish that 
walked backwar 


bly, under ordinar 


"hen we add tha 





& poem which would proba. 





igements, have fallen still-born from the press, we 


< 





ee how justly Messrs. Roberts Brothers have won their reputation of being 
the most successful of purely literary publishers in the United States. In 
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